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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
SUBJECT: OXCART Deployment Propos; 


1- I wan 
Dor adequate i 
Chinese Commun 
Vietnam which j 
Vietnam war. 
to intervene i; 
interest that • 
United States < 
tion of intell: 


to invite your attention to the critical need 
.ntelligencs in order to detect a possible 
ust strategic buildup in South China and North 
might lead to their direct involvement in the 
I consider foreknowledge of any Chinese intent 

war to be s ° vital to the national 
tne lull collection resources available to the 
Government should be committed to the acauisi- 

l.oTncp in th-io n 


2 . 

of poss 
has bee 
m unity . 
I n t e 1 1 i 
is esse 
of Staf 
as a ma 
phoxogr, 
complexi 
and Nor- 
initial 
dex endec 
China . 
timeline 


intelligence in this connection. 
Tne collection of intelligence to 


nu CX i° n of intelli gence to give early warning 
>ible Chinese Communist intervention in the Vietnam war 
’ n ;; s ^sned highest priority by the Intelligence Com- 
it is my conviction, shared by the United States 
.gence Board^ that high resolution overhead ohotography 
; ntial to obtain such intelligence. The Joint Chiefs 
likewise are on record that every means be exploited 
u ® r of highest priority to obtain high resolution 
aphic coverage of ground force installations, major 
' G ?\r an ? kGy llnes of communication in the South China 
xh Vietnam areas. The collection task involves adequate 
coverage and subsequent perio dic c overage of I Iheavilv 
a -n„-f^ e ? S an •^ or f b Vietnam and | | targets in South 

^Present coverage is inadequate both as to extent arid 


nY _„. 3 * Currently, Satellite photographic missions are being 
proii ammed to achieve the maximum coverage of key targets in 
u U y h y nina and North Vietnam. However, because of design 
characteristics of the vehicle and weather conditions in the 
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cannot -elv ™ *. ai " °* Lhe firrn belief, therefore, that we 

orovide" the timelv df-fl 6 ^ 17 °? mmiTted collection assets to 
coverage^we ^ SUbSe9 “ nt pe “° dip 

. n 4 ; In December 1965 the OXCART aircraft and 
including countermeasure defensive systems weJe deemed 
operationally ready. This is the most advanced caoabilitv 

D.S. C Government hlS I* reSC>la d i °a pho . tography available to the- 
defenses in th^'s . 1 , 1 o£ Ud ^ e<i to de vi t" tua Hy immune to aiv 
+ h S ° Uth China and North Vietnam areas. '-It is 

^ intlll^^^ne^d 3 ^ llc^clnVle^ 

approximat el y 3 three *“ 

OXCART veh A?A S h aC ^K ^^leving agreement to commit the 

-fSTT^ » ^-e e =-Ss! e ^ u SL-f p a eS^t^f h J y be 

Ihteliige IZ 

the V OXCA"'T at c : the ?, hinese Probably would soon come to regard 
the OXCAxvT as another stage in a continuing U.S collect?™ 

program, and that they would not be led to take any drast'i? 
new military action unless there were other simultaneous US 
overt actions which could be interpreted by Sefas an inLi 
to atxacm China. Barring the loss of an OXCART aircraft over 
Chinese territory, I would not expect the Chinese ?o SeLt !£ 
a way as to significantly affect U.S. national interests We 

thruJe S of a 0 XCART d and°T able £ e ' actions of other countries ’to 
ge:ce US Es?imate CA o R n Natl ° nal 
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6. From the standpoint of the urgency of the intelligence 
r ^ u > lreirien L ’ • wou ld prefer to recommend to you that the 
OXCART vehicle be committed as soon as possible for operational 
missions over both South China and North Vietnam. I am 
presently proposing, however, immediate use of OXCART princi- 
pally over North Vietnam with but minor penetration of South 
Cnma. I am doing this because thef (tJ-2's still offer some 
prospect. of adequate coverage in the South China area and I 
„ e P eve ^ P ru hent to assure that this capability cannot ful- 
lr 11 requirement before recommending full commitment of 
me OXCA RT in this politically sensitive area. In the event 
U— 2 , ■ together with satellite photography, proves 
fe of fulfilling the requirement, I would expect to 
recommend to you the full operational commitment of the OXCART 
over South China. 


A factor which significantly affects the collection 
lead photography in South China and North Vietnam is 
ther. me climate in this area deteriorates sharply 
summer months from June through August. This condition 
the capability of all overhead reconnaissance assets, 
same time, however, it points up the need for a 
sly invulnerable, reliable, quick reaction capability, 
OXCART, to maximize the exploitation of decreasing 
lilies for photographic coverage during the summer 


8. m summary, then, I am recommending to you: 

a. That the OXCART vehicle be deployed 
immediately to Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa. 

b. That the OXCART vehicle be used as soon 
as possible following deployment for photographic 
coverage of highest priority intelligence targets 
in North Vietnam. 


c. That the OXCART vehicle be held in 
readiness fo r backup photographic c overage of 
China should | I missions 
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prove incapable of fulfilling the intelligence 
requirements. 

9. I am attaching additional data to support the con- 
clusions and recommendations above. 


w . jtf . Rdbbfn 

Director of Central Intelligence 


Attachments : 

A. SNIE #10-2-66: "Reactions to 
Certain US Courses of Action" 

B. Briefing Book: "OXCART 
Deployment Proposal" 
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Let me summarize our experience with the V. Adding the OXCART to the existing combina- 

four basic programs from October 1, 1965 tion of systems would give us undeniable ad- 

to April 23, 1966. vantages. 
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SOUTH CHINA /NORTH VIETNAM: 

Mean Date of Onset of the Southwest 
Monsoon 
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The primary concern of the Soviets would 
be to forestall the use of the aircraft over 
Soviet territory. They would probably sup- 
port any Chinese Communist or North 








